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[Ler HB 1151, rebative to reporting dates Tor the instream flow pilot program
Digar Chatrman Fuliey-Clarks

Thenk you for the apportunity 0 comment on HE 1151 This bill, as amended by the House. would
sxtend for twer vears the reporting dates for the Instream Fiow Pilat program. This legislation was requested by
the Department of Environmental Services {THES).

Lagislation (RSA 483 ) was enacted in 1990 that required instream {flow protection on Designated Rivers
and direcied DES 1o adopt rales for implementation. The method for applying instream flow protection was 4
contentious ssue Tor many years, and, in 2002, a broad coalition of New Hampshire business and conservation
interests joined toaether to enact Chapter 278, Laws of 2002 that called for a pilot program for instream flow
profection on two of the es ionated Rivers - the Lamprey River in the coastal watershed and the Souhegan River

in the Mermimack watershed.

Laws of 2003, Chapter 319 provided mitial funding. which was applied Lo the Souhegan pilot, and rev ised
the reporting dates for various instrean) flow pilot activities described under Chapter 274, Federal funds were
ihen secured for the Lamprey pilot. The field work and most scientific mnalysis have been completed for both
pilat projects. However, the level al effort and time necessary for full stakeholder and lesislative participation 1ol
development of final protected instream Nows has exceeded original expectations. Specifically, we are
pequesting additional ume Lo provide for more stakeholder review and input. The requested ume will be used for
addiuonal meetings with both the advisory comumitiecs and mdividual water users as well as other stakeholders as
the recuired water mamagement plan is campleted, This addinonal stakebolder invalvement will be used to refine
technical procedures for flow management i1 the water manasgement plan and o consider and address specific
comcerns to build a consénsus and ensure that bioth pilat projects are suceessiul.

Thank vou for this eppormmity to comment on this bill. Please foel free 1o call me at 271-3503, or Steve
Couture at 2718801, if you have any guestions or need addiional miurqu
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Thomas S, Burael
Commissioner

ee: Representalive Fappler RMAT (wia elecrronig ml)
Representative Hubbard LMAC (via electronic emuil)
Reprasentative Hivssan Local Rover ddvisory Comumitiess (g elestromie el

I9F TROs (vig slectromé email)

1SF WP AACE [via clectronic ¢mitl)

TIES Web site: www.des.nh.goy
P.0, Box 95, 29 Hazen Drive, Concord. New Hampshire BA3N2-0085
Telenhone: (6031 271-2457 + Fax: (603) 271-7894 « TDD Access: Relay BH O -BUU-725-2064



